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Thank you for the request of 15 May for further information with regard to PE1644.  
Petition PE1644 calls on the Scottish Parliament: “to urge the Scottish Government to 
prohibit, in its future directives to VisitScotland, the funding of country sports tourism 
involving the killing of animals.”  
 
In terms of country sports tourism, it is clear that the sector and topic is a sensitive one and 
I would first provide some background.  
 
VisitScotland is an Executive NDPB, established by statute. It is not part of the Scottish 
Government or the Scottish Administration and carries out certain functions on behalf of 
the Scottish Government operating within a framework of governance and accountability 
set by Scottish Ministers.   
 
Functions of Executive NDPBs are such that it is appropriate for Scottish Ministers to set 
the strategic framework for VisitScotland and remain ultimately but not directly responsible 
for the services it provides.  
 
VisitScotland are accountable to a board whose members are normally appointed by 
Scottish Ministers following a fair, open and transparent appointments process that is 
regulated by the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Scotland.  
 
The latest letter of strategic guidance to VisitScotland was issued by Scottish Ministers in 
March 2017.  
 
This confirmed, amongst other things, that as the lead delivery agency for the visitor 
economy, VisitScotland must continue to focus resources on marketing Scotland as a 
tourism destination with the aim of attracting domestic and international visitors.   
 
COUNTRY SPORTS TOURISM  
Tourism is a key economic sector within the Scottish Government economic strategy. The 
industry-led Scottish Tourism Alliance “Tourism Scotland 2020” strategy has “nature and 
activities” as one of the ‘assets streams’.  
 
This recognises that country sports do support important economic activity and 
employment in rural areas – sometimes in places where there may be few alternative 
sources of income at present. Well managed sporting estates also deliver important 
conservation and wider biodiversity benefits.  
 
At the moment the latest evidence from the perception of Scotland as a tourism destination 
shows that our landscapes, heritage, culture and nature are hugely important. This is borne 
out not only by the ongoing VisitScotland Visitor Surveys, but also in other comparative 
research work.  
 
The most recent of these is the 2016 Nation Brands Index (NBI) report.   
 
The NBI is the best available measure of Scotland’s reputation, and is used for the National 
Indicator ‘Improve Scotland’s Reputation’. Scotland’s most recent overall 2016 score of 
62.2 per cent and rank of 15th on the NBI show that Scotland continues to have a strong 
reputation abroad. Scotland’s score, which has increased by 0.4 (to 62.2) since 2014, is 
the highest Scotland has received since the baseline study of 2008.  
 
 
 



Tourism therefore remains one of Scotland’s key perceived strengths in the NBI, ranking 
12th alongside Governance in 2016.  
 
In addition, Scotland is viewed as a world leader (ranked in the Top 10) for its efforts 
towards environmental protection. Whilst the report should be viewed as a snapshot of 
people’s attitudes and perceptions of Scotland, nevertheless attitudinal data of this kind are 
useful in helping us to understand more about Scotland’s international reputation.  
 
VISITSCOTLAND AWARD SUPPORTING COUNTRY SPORTS TOURISM  
In December 2016 VisitScotland made a Growth Fund award of £17,925 to the Scottish 
County Sports Tourism Group (SCSTG). It is important to note that this was to promote 
Scotland, as a whole, as a destination for country sports and not directed at individual 
businesses.  
 
Growth Fund awards support collaborative tourism marketing projects which focus on 
growth in the tourism sector. The grant is for a specific marketing project, to attract visitors 
from across the UK and Scandinavia, and no funding will be provided to individual estates 
or land owners.  
 
SECTORAL RESPECT  
The country sports sector is aware that respect for the law, and conservation measures, 
are of the utmost reputational importance.  
 
Persecution of wildlife is illegal, threatens biodiversity and damages Scotland’s reputation 
with visitors from overseas.  
 
I would also stress that whilst the investigation of wildlife crime is a matter for Police 
Scotland, the Scottish Government is clear that all businesses must operate within the law. 
That is why the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
recently announced a range of initiatives designed to tackle wildlife crime.  
 
The Scottish Government will not tolerate the illegal killing of birds of prey, in any setting, 
urban or rural, and remain strongly committed to tackling wildlife crime and to working 
closely with partners in the Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime (PAW) Scotland.  


